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February 18, 2011
Annual Meeting Minutes

The annual meeting of the Sons of the Revolution in the State of Georgia was held on Friday, February 18th, 2011 in the fellowship hall of St. John’s Episcopal Church, in Savannah, GA.  The meeting began promptly at noon.

In attendance were the following:  

Stephen Lufburrow, Christopher Frame, Mitchell Bush, Gordon Smith, Rev. George Salley, Dr. Roland Summers, Thomas Lynah, Dr. Julian Kelly, Jr., Ron Freeman, Walter, Paul East, David Saussy, Charles Davis, Jr., Wood Hughes, Drew Troxler, Robert S. Evans, Andy Blalock, Gilbert Wells, Charles Hampton, Mike Tomme, Billy McIntosh, Charles Drake, Frank Hardeman, George Fawcett, Richard Wallace, Cecil DeLorme, Walter Wright, John Dekle, Kirk Duffy, Bill Bland and Steve Westgate.

Minutes:  President Stephen Lufburrow welcomed everyone to the 120th annual meeting of the Sons.  The invocation was given by Rev. Salley and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance lead by President Lufburrow.

President Lufburrow dispensed with the reading of the minutes as they were posted on the website and asked for a motion that they be accepted as recorded.  It was duly moved and seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously.
Reports:
1st Vice Pres: Reporting for Charles Spillane was President Lufburrow.  He reviewed the banquet for the evening scheduled for 6:30 at the Savannah Yacht Club.   Tickets will be required for alcohol but soft drinks and Chatham Artillery Punch are included in the fee for the evening.  The speaker is Col. Ron Tuggle, a special envoy from the White House, who will entertain questions after his talk.  Expected attendees number 117.  Mr. Davis asked for a taster for the punch he had so expertly blended and Mr. Gordon Smith volunteered with suspicious restraint.  After an unbroken quaffing of the entire triple dram, he pronounced it superlative.  The banquet attendance is five more than the prior year even with a difficult economy.  It could be the result of a lower charge to members based on savings from a less expensive meal, the drink tickets and less expensive drink glasses that are given to members attending and guests.  Gordon Smith and Christopher Frame were complimented on their work in writing and compiling the Liberty Chronicles, our first newsletter.
2nd Vice Pres:  Chris Frame reported on the participation in the Jr. ROTC awards program and the participation in the commemoration program for the Siege of Savannah
on October 9th.  He expressed plans for future issues of the Liberty Chronicles.  It can be a very effective piece for recruiting new members.
Secretary: Ron Freeman reported on the status of membership in the Society as well as the chapters and those who were delinquent in each for non payment of annual dues.  Report attached.
Treasurer:  Gilbert Wells reviewed the financial statements of the Society and expressed his opinion that all was well.  
Registrar:  Andy Blalock reported we received five new members during the prior year and asked those attending for support in attracting new members.  He mentioned the willingness of the Live Oak Public Library in Savannah to offer assistance in genealogy research.  Also mentioned the donation of 106 books telling a story of Nathanael Greene and the author’s ancestor based on fact.  The books will be distributed to members and guests at the banquet.  Report attached.
Nathanael Greene Chapter Registrar:  Paul East reported on their current status of membership and pending applications.  Report attached.

Historian:  Gordon Smith reviewed the year’s activities. He mentioned the upcoming triennial in 2012 and that the Georgia Society received a membership award from the General Society for the year’s accomplishments.  Report attached.
Color Guard:  Thomas Lynah reported their participation in the October 9th celebration for the Siege of Savannah and also plans for posting the colors at tonight’s banquet.

Surgeon:  Dr. Roland Summers encouraged members to take precautions and preventive care whenever possible.
Nathanael Greene Chapter:  President Evans reported the chapter was completing its sixth year.  They were presented with their chapter banner at the annual banquet and had made a contribution toward the reburial of Gen. McIntosh.  They continue to emphasize a growth in membership with their annual luncheon in Atlanta with a push to bringing in prospective members.

John DeVane Chapter:  Mr. Michael Tomme was present to represent the chapter.
Regional VP:  Mitchell Bush reported that Alabama had elected to withdraw from the SOR and that Missouri had also threatened to leave.  No specific reasons were given.  SC has an active program as well as NC.  The state of Florida is meeting to again organize an active society.  Members of the executive committee of the General Society will be in Savannah in March to review the facilities for the 2012 Triennial.
Memorials:  Gordon Smith presented memorials for Elyea DuPree Carswell, Jr. and Robert Norman Hale, Sr. of the John DeVane Chapter.  Members stood in reverence for a moment of silent prayer to honor their memory.  Copies of their memorials are attached and a part of these minutes.  Originals will be sent to their families.
New Business:

Nominating Committee: Gordon Smith, presented the proposed new slate of officers, for election or re-election, to the Society for the 2011-2012 term.  They are as follows:

Officers:

President:
Mr. Charles Spillane


Historian:
Mr. Gordon Smith

1st Vice Pres:
Mr. Christopher Frame

Surgeon:
Dr. Roland Summers
2nd Vice Pres:
Mr. Robert Evans


Solicitor:
Mr. Gary Wisenbaker

Secretary:
Mr. Ronald Freeman


Color Guard:
Mr. Thomas Lynah

Treasurer:
Mr. Gilbert Wells


Chaplain:
Rev. George Salley

Board of Managers:

2011



2012




2013
Dr. Julian D. Kelly, Jr.

Brig. Gen. Stephen Westgate

Mr. David Saussy
Mr. Kirk Duffy


Mr. Richard L. Wallace

Mr. William McIntosh

Mr. Walter G.B. Wright
Mr. J.T. Turner III


Mr. Michael Tomme

President Lufburrow moved to approve the new slate of officers and the motion carried unanimously.
Billy McIntosh mentioned that the video of Gen. McIntosh’s reinterment would be showing on the screen at tonight’s banquet.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned for a catered lunch from Barnes Restaurant on premises for the members.

Respectfully submitted,
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H. Ronald Freeman
Secretary – Georgia Society

